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Abstract:

Intimate partner violence (IPV) has been associated with stress, but few studies have examined the effect of
natural disaster on IPV. In this study, the authors examine the relationship between experience of Hurricane
Katrina and reported relationship aggression and violence in a cohort of 123 postpartum women. Hurricane
experience is measured using a series of questions about damage, injury, and danger during the storm; IPV
was measured using the Conflict Tactics Scale (CTS-2). Multiple log-poisson regression was used to
calculate relative risks (RRs), adjusted for potential confounders. Most participants report that they and their
partners had explained themselves to each other, showed each other respect, and also insulted, swore, or
shouted during conflicts with each other. A few participants report physical violence, sexual force, or
destroying property, though in each case at least 5% endorse that it had happened at least once in the last
6 months. Another few report that they and their partners had carried out these actions. Experiencing
damage due to the storm is associated with increased likelihood of most conflict tactics. Strong RRs are
seen for the relationship between damage due to the storm and aggression or violence, especially being
insulted, sworn, shouted, or yelled at (adjusted relative risk [aRR] Euro Surveillance (Bulletin Europeen Sur
Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin) 1.23, 95% CI Euro Surveillance
(Bulletin Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin)
1.02-1.48); pushed, shoved, or slapped (aRR Euro Surveillance (Bulletin Europeen Sur Les Maladies
Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin) 5.28, 95% CI Euro Surveillance (Bulletin
Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin) 1.93-14.45); or
being punched, kicked, or beat up (aRR Euro Surveillance (Bulletin Europeen Sur Les Maladies
Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin) 8.25, 95% CI Euro Surveillance (Bulletin
Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin) 1.68-40.47).
Results suggest that certain experiences of the hurricane are associated with an increased likelihood of
violent methods of conflict resolution. Relief and medical workers may need to be aware of the possibility of
increased IPV after disaster.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0886260510365861   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content
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Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Human Conflict/Displacement, Human Conflict/Displacement

Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury, Mental Health/Stress

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Low Socioeconomic Status, Pregnant Women

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  
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time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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